
The California Immigrant Policy Center (CIPC) is a constituent-based statewide immigrant rights organization 

with offices in Los Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego and Oakland. It is the premier immigrant rights institution 

in the state.

CIPC advocates for policies that uphold the humanity of immigrants and refugees while advancing racial, social 

and economic justice.
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WHO IS A CALIFORNIAN?
INCLUSION OF OUR STATE’S UNDOCUMENTED RESIDENTS

◼ 2.9 million Californians
◼ Parents of 1 in 6 kids
◼ 1 in 10 workers
◼ $180 billion/year to our economy
◼ Over 50% have lived in the U.S. for at 

least a decade
◼ A critical part of our economy and social 

fabric, yet locked out of the safety net



INJUSTICE IN THE SAFETY NET

◼ Medi-Cal: CA’s Medicaid program since 1966
◼ State-funded coverage for some immigrant populations who are not 

covered through federal Medicaid dollars
◼ Yet, many low-income immigrants remain excluded except 

emergencies & pregnancies



HEALTH4ALL: BEGINNINGS

◼ Coalition created in 2014; co-chaired by CIPC and Health Access CA
◼ Legislation first introduced by State Sen. Ricardo Lara in 2014 as SB 

1005
◼ Proposal included Medi-Cal expansion to all, regardless of status
◼ Also included provision to establish a secondary individual insurance market 

for undocumented Californians above Medi-Cal income threshold if federal 
Medicaid 1332 waiver denied (see slide on SB 10)

◼ SB 1005 ultimately held in committee



HEALTH4ALL KIDS WIN

◼ December 2014: Sen. Lara re-introduces the same proposal as SB 4
◼ Eventually amended and split into 2 bills (SB 75 introduced Jan 2015):
◼ Medi-Cal expansion only for children through age 18
◼ Insurance market provision stricken

◼ 2015: both SB 4 and SB 75 passed and signed by Gov. Brown, alongside 
budget action to allocate the funds

◼ SB 4/SB 75 “Health4All Kids” expansion goes into effect May 2016
◼ Coalition members heavily involved in implementation: 

https://www.health4allkids.org/

https://www.health4allkids.org/


HEALTH4ALL IN 2019

◼ SB 29 (Durazo)
◼ Proposal to expand Medi-Cal to young adults 19-25
◼ $250 million for Medi-Cal for young adults regardless of status
◼ Ultimately, Governor did sign it into law 
◼ Enrollment commenced on January 1st, 2020



HEALTH4ALL IN 2020: THE FIGHT CONTINUES

◼ COVID-19 pandemic upended all plans
◼ Governor Newsom’s budget proposal in January included 65+ 

expansion, but his May revise omitted it 
◼ Currently assessing bill cosponsors and legislative landscape for 2021



CONTACT US

CAimmigrant.org

Iván Barragan, MPH
Health & Public Benefits Policy Coordinator

ibarragan@caimmigrant.org

http://www.caimmigrant.org/


Detention & Deportation
Ending all state support of federal immigration enforcement

Sandhya Nadadur
Policy Analyst, Detention & Deportation

snadadur@caimmigrant.org



What is immigration detention?

Immigration detention is the unjust and inhumane practice of incarcerating 

immigrants while they await the determination of their immigration status

◼ The United States has the largest immigrant detention infrastructure in the world

◼ Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) contrats with both local governments and private prison 

companies to operate the majority of their immigration detention centers

◼ Private prison companies and local governments make a lot of money through these contracts

◼ In ICE detention, individuals are regularly deprived of their liberty, denied access to lawyers, separated from 

their families and loved ones, and subject to severe medical neglect



Growth of Immigrant Detention in the United States

◼ The number of people held on an average day by 

ICE has grown more than twentyfold since 1979

◼ Since 2017, 40 new detention facilities have 

opened. Most are run by private companies.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/18hjDoN6NWggFCO4zkukyF7spP37hzgE1/preview


What is deportation?

Deportation is the forced removal of a 

non-citizen from the United States

◼ It is an administrative, not a criminal procedure

◼ People facing deportation do not have the right to a 

jury trial, to an attorney, or to a fair and balanced 

hearing

◼ Immigrants in detention are the least likely to secure 

representation and are the most vulnerable to 

deportation



How did we get here? 
The Criminalization of Immigration: A Brief History

1986: The Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA)

◼ Criminalized the hiring of undocumented workers
◼ Expanded patrolling of the US-Mexico Border
◼ Required that the US Attorney General deport noncitizens convicted of removable offenses in the US

1996: Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) & Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA)

◼ Together, these laws reclassified millions of undocumented immigrants as deportable
◼ Significantly expanded what qualified as a deportable crime

◼ Deportable offenses now encompassed a range of misdemeanors and minor offenses including failure to appear in court, 
shoplifting, filing a false tax return, and others.

◼ Included provisions to enlist local law enforcement agencies in the enforcement of immigration law



How did we get here? 
The Criminalization of Immigration: A Brief History (cont’d)

2001: Patriot Act

◼ Gave law enforcement authorities greater ability to develop and implement “antiterrorism” policies, including 
the ability to monitor and detain citizens suspected of having links to terrorism
◼ Result: increased racial profiling

2002: Homeland Security Act 

◼ In response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks, President George W. Bush created the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS)
◼ Agencies that deal with customs, border protection, immigration, citizenship, transportation security and cybersecurity 

were all moved under the DHS umbrella
◼ Signaled that immigration was now a matter of “national security”



How ICE Works With State and Local Officials to Enforce Immigration 
Law

◼ Law Enforcement Databases
◼ State and local law enforcement have access to multiple federal database which may contain sensitive information on an 

individual, including their immigration status
◼ ICE may also have access to state and regional criminal databases, allowing the agency to identify individuals who have been 

arrested and/ or convicted
◼ Physical Access

◼ Local jail authorities may give ICE agents access to jails and lists of arrestees, allowing the agency to target individuals for 
deportation

◼ Joint Task Forces
◼ Collaborative operations between federal authorities (ICE, CBP, FBI, etc.) and state and local law enforcement

◼ Informal Communication
◼ State and local law enforcement officers communicate in an unregulated fashion with ICE



Who has the power to make policy about ICE collaboration at the local 
level?

County

Authority Role Elected or 
Appointed?

Sheriff

● Sheriffs oversee county jails and 
are the county-wide law 
enforcement authority

● Have the power to make 
arrests and detain people

● Have the power to refuse to 
transfer someone over to ICE

Elected 

Board of 
Supervisors

● Legislative body with power to 
write countywide laws, as long 
as they don’t conflict with state 
law

● Can call meetings and oversight 
hearings, including over the 
sheriff 

Elected

Authority Role Elected or 
Appointed?

Police Chief

● Police can make arrests, 
search, and detain people

● Chief is the head of city police
● Police manage hold rooms, 

where people would be held 
during temporary detention 
after an arrest

Usually 
appointed 

City Council

● Legislative body with power to 
pass citywide laws, often called 
ordinances

● Can also conduct oversight 
hearings of the jail (if it’s 
managed by the city) and 
police

Elected

City

*every jurisdiction is different. These charts describe common authorities and powers of local government officials. 



California Leads the Way:
State Sanctuary Laws and Bills Fighting the Deportation Pipeline

TRUST Act (AB 4)
◼ Limits local jails from holding people for extra time, just so they can be deported

TRUTH Act (AB 2792)
◼ Increases transparency around local entanglement with ICE
◼ Community members can call on their local legislative body to hold a public forum -- known as a TRUTH Act Forum -- if the 

sheriff provided ICE access to the county jail

California Values Act (SB 54)
◼ Curtails use of state and local resources from engaging in deportations and create safe spaces, including at schools, health 

facilities, and courthouses

Driver’s Licenses for Undocumented Californians (AB 60)
◼ Allows all eligible Californians, irrespective of immigration status, to apply for a driver’s license

One California Program
◼ A state-funded program to support immigration services for Californians, including community education and outreach, 

naturalization services, and deportation defense. 



Fighting Detention, Deportation & Criminalization:
The Road Ahead

The deportation system is only one arm of the carceral state. In order to end detention and deportation, we 
must dismantle the larger network of systems that criminalize, incarcerate, and ultimately harm our 

communities.

◼ End all forms of entanglement between local & state law enforcement and Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) Agencies

◼ Divest from local and state police & invest in community programs

◼ Challenge the narrative of immigrant criminality

◼ Stop the expansion of jails, prisons and detention centers

◼ Local elections matter! Take back community ownership of decisions that impact our lives



Government Affairs
Advocating for inclusive and equitable policies for California’s immigrant communities

Andrea Rivera
Legislative Advocate

arivera@caimmigrant.org



Federal vs. State vs. Local



Governor Gavin 
Newsom

Lieutenant Governor 
Eleni Kounalakis

Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon

Senate pro Tem
Toni Atkins



Fighting for Immigrants’ Rights in California

● Legislative Advocacy
○ Health4All
○ Expanding CalEITC
○ Ending the detention to 

deportation pipeline

● Budget Advocacy
○ One California

● Federal Issues
○ Public charge

● Partnerships/Collaboration
○ VISION Act
○ Disaster Relief Assistance for 

Immigrants (DRAI)
○ Joint Terrorism Taskforces 

(JTTF)
○ Police reform
○ Racial Justice
○ Language access



How Can I Get 
Involved?



❏ Immigrant Day of Action

CIPC’s annual lobby day in the Capitol

Help us advocate for immigrant access to 
healthcare, jobs, work safety, legal services, 
and ending immigrant detention in California 

Date: mid-May

https://www.caimmigrant.org/

❏ Contact Your State Elected 
Representative

Assemblymember 
Evan Low

Senator 
David Cortese



❏ Volunteer Opportunities
http://www.siren-bayarea.org/volunteer-opportunities

Legal services, community education and 
outreach, civic engagement

❏ Immigrant and Refugee 
Youth Program

For more information, email: 
youth@siren-bayarea.org

❏ Santa Clara County Rapid 
Response Network

https://sacredheartcs.org/rapidresponsenetwork/ 

http://www.siren-bayarea.org/volunteer-opportunities
mailto:youth@siren-bayarea.org
https://sacredheartcs.org/rapidresponsenetwork/


Questions? Email CLCA.Internship@gmail.com

https://www.clcafoundation.org/

❏ Summer 
Internship 
Program

Internship Dates: 
June - August

Deadline to Apply: May
❏ Bay Area Institute

3 Day Institute Training 
June/July

Deadline to Apply: Check in the Spring

❏ Statewide Conference
Over 150 HS students from across the state 
come together for 3 days to talk about: 
“Community, Culture, College, Careers”

*Only for 10th and 11th 
grade

https://www.clylp.org/ 

mailto:CLCA.Internship@gmail.com
https://www.clylp.org/


https://capitollgbtq.org/

https://www.apicasac.org/

https://www.facebook
.com/CCBSASac/about
/

Sign up for 
newsletters!



Stay in touch!

Website: caimmigrant.org

@CALimmigrant

@caimmigrant

Iván Barragan
Health & Public Benefits 

Policy Coordinator
ibarragan@caimmigrant.org

Sandhya Nadadur
Policy Analyst, Detention & 

Deportation
snadadur@caimmigrant.org

Andrea Rivera
Legislative Advocate

arivera@caimmigrant.org

https://caimmigrant.org/

